
Message from  
The Executive Director
It has been almost a year since we travelled to Mexico City to 
receive the prestigious Asahi Reading Promotion Award from the 
International Board on Books for Young People. Since that time 
we have continued to work hard to bring books and reading to 
children living in high-needs communities across Toronto. 

After seven years of operation we are seeing results! Our 
storefront book bank on Berkeley Street has become a popular 
literacy hub in the Regent Park, Moss Park and St. Jamestown 
communities. Through our storefront we run a number of 
literacy programs to encourage and support reading and we 
have watched our customers grow from babies and toddlers 
into enthusiastic and capable readers and students. In fact, we 
have hired two high school students who started coming to the 
Book Bank in elementary school! Our Books Beyond Berkeley 
Street program has expanded again and we are now providing 
free books to children across Toronto through partnerships with 
schools and literacy agencies who distribute free books in their 
communities. 

We could not do any of this without the generous support  
of our volunteers, our book donors and our financial donors.  
Thanks to your generosity, we are giving children across  
Toronto the opportunity to improve their literacy and their  
lives one book at a time! 

That’s a Lot of Books!
Did you know that the Book Bank gives away an average of 226 
books every day? That’s 1,356 books a week and 5,424 books a 
month! And that doesn’t even include the 4,180 books a month 
that we give to schools and agencies working outside of Regent 
Park and St. Jamestown through our Books Beyond Berkeley 
Street program!

In 2014 we gave away over 100,000 books! 

Where Do All the Books  
Come From?
The Book Bank collects gently used children’s  
books from families who have finished with  
them and surplus books from publishers and  
retailers. A school or community book drive  
is a fun way to “responsibly recycle” your  
children’s books. 

In the 2014-2015 school year we received  
books through 34 school drives, 9 community  
drives, 17 corporate drives and a large  
number of special event drives, including  
school projects, birthday celebrations  
and Bar Mitzvah and Bat Mitzvah  
projects. For more information  
about running a book drive visit  
www.childrensbookbank.com/how-you- 
can-help/how-to-run-a-book-drive.

Why a Children’s Book Bank  
in Toronto?
• Toronto has the highest rate of child poverty in Canada;  

30% of Toronto’s children live in low-income families.

• Many low-income families do not have children’s books  
in their homes.

• Book ownership in childhood significantly improves childhood 
literacy and later academic success.

• 42% of Canadians aged 16 to 65 do not have the minimum 
literacy skills for coping with everyday life and work.

• Literacy problems cost Canada $10 billion per year.

• A 1% increase in adult literacy rates would generate a 1.5% 
permanent increase in GDP per capita — that amounts to  
about $18 billion a year! 

Providing free books and literacy support to children living  
in low-income communities in Toronto since 2008
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Spotlight on our Volunteers

The Book Bank is the work of many hands. We could not do 
what we do without the support and generosity of a large 
number of volunteers. In addition to the many community 
volunteers who organize book drives and collect books for us, we 
are blessed with a wonderful volunteer Board of Directors (www.
childrensbookbank.com/who-we/are/ourpeople) and a talented 
group of volunteers who work at our storefront book bank on 
Berkeley Street. 

Did you know that we have an active roster of over 35 volunteers? 
This group includes high school students, retired teachers and 
librarians, children’s authors and publishers, and even a retired 
lawyer or two! They share a passion for books and reading and 
provide us with the help that we need to operate our storefront 
book bank. In the past year, our volunteers donated over $65,000 
worth of their time to the Book Bank. 

The Numbers
In 2014 the Book Bank operated on a budget of just over 
$250,000 which was mostly designated for rent and staffing 
costs. We do not receive any money from the government 
and are exclusively reliant on the generosity of foundations, 
corporations and individuals. In 2014 individuals donated almost 
42% of all funds raised!

The 2014 Audited Financial Statements are available online at 
www.childrensbookbank.com/who-we-are/supporters.

Announcing Our Newest Program — 
B3 Building Babies’ Brains
Did you know that reading to babies and small children has now 
been recognized as an important health care practice by both 
the Canadian Paediatric Society and the American 
Academy of Pediatrics? Reading to babies 
stimulates brain development and builds a 
baby’s brain. 

Through our B3 program we partner with 
local medical clinics to provide training 
and books so that health practitioners 
can provide literacy advice and a free 
book to families at every wellness visit 
from birth to age five! 

The Book Bank Truly Makes  
A Difference
One of our Board members recently heard first-hand how the 
Book Bank benefited one family:

One night, as I was leaving an evening Book Bank Board 
meeting, I hopped into a taxi to make my way home. My driver 
greeted me with a smile and asked whether there was some kind 
of event taking place at our storefront. He seemed enthusiastic, 
and like he knew about the Book Bank first-hand. I explained 
that I was on the Board and that I was coming from a monthly 
meeting. He smiled again, and told me that he lived in the 
neighbourhood, and that his four children, two of whom started 
university at Ryerson last fall, have been long-time fans and 
customers of the Book Bank. He said he has great respect for 
what the Book Bank does, and that his family must have nearly 
100 books stamped with our little stamp in his small apartment.

How You Can Help
No time to volunteer? You can 
help the Book Bank by making 
a financial donation. We are 
a charitable organization and 
will provide a tax receipt for all 
donations over $20. You can 
donate online or learn more about 
donating by visiting our website at 
www.childrensbookbank.com. 
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What the Parents are Saying 
Our kids have been visiting the Book Bank since the opening day for almost eight years….Our kids keep reading everyday a 
lot because they love reading, which is the treasure gift we received from the Book Bank….The Book Bank is the best place we 
have ever visited in Canada. It has always given us surprise and happiness whenever we visit. Book Bank’s staff and volunteers 
are so nice and helpful....In our language, one sentence would be what we want to praise the Book Bank: 功德无量。* 
*Boundless beneficence.
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